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QUOTE OF THE QUARTER:

"DARKNESS CANNOT DRIVE OUT
DARKNESS; ONLY LIGHT CAN DO THAT.
HATE CANNOT DRIVE OUT HATE; ONLY
LOVE CAN DO THAT.”

-MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/GROUPS/HOUSTONOPEACEANDJUSTICECENTER/

IG: HPJCENTER

WWW.HPJC.ORG -- BECOME A MEMBER TODAY!

Activism

Martin Luther King Parade 2018
On JANUARY 14, 2018, Houston Peace & Justice Center continued the tradition of
participating in the Black Heritage Society MLK Parade again this year. A special thank
you goes out to all the participants. We were pleased to have the honor of Amnesty
International Houston, Texas Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty, and Alianza
Latina International present under our banner along with some of our Peace Camp
Houston kids. It was a beautiful day and next year the tradition will continue, so put it
on your bucket list and plan to join us.

TO ADVANCE PEACE AND SOCIAL JUSTICE

HPJC

HPJC Retreat 2018

On JANUARY 27, 2018, the Houston Peace and Justice Center held its annual new
member orientation and planning retreat. In this new year, when the President of the
United States has already announced we should have no more refugees from
“shithole countries”, and implied that more blue eyed, blond, white people from
Norway should be welcomed; it is more important than ever that we identify and
utilize our collective, inclusive resources.
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Activism

Undies for Everyone
On FEBURARY 18, 2018, the Houston
Peace & Justice Center volunteered
with Undies for Everyone, a non-profit
that helps Houston and Dallas area
elementary and middle schools
receive 150 pairs of underwear for
student "emergencies" and also helps
individual students and families
receive five pairs of underwear
at Back to School individual
distribution sites. Undies for Everyone
hopes for students with "accidents" to
get back to learning and feeling good.

Dialogue: Racism
HPJC members with Cherry Steinwender. Cherry is Executive Director and cofounder of the Center for the Healing of Racism. She also created “Dialogue: Racism,”
an 8-week seminar that we’re taking which examines the history and sociological
phenomenon of racism in the United States.

In the News

U.S.: Freezing Cells for
Detained Migrants

far exceeding those of the National Rifle
Association. Her “We Call BS” speech, delivered

United States border agents routinely hold

just three days after the Parkland, Florida,

families, including infants, in freezing cells

school shooting that left 14 of her fellow

when it takes them into custody at or near

students and three school faculty and staff dead,

the border, Human Rights Watch said in a

has been viewed over 2 million times. In a

report released today. The 44-page report,

remarkably short period of time, the student

“In the Freezer: Abusive Conditions for

activists who survived the Marjory Stoneman

Women and Children in US Immigration

Douglas High School shooting have galvanized a

Holding Cells,” is based on interviews with

national debate over gun violence and school

110 women and children. Human Rights

safety, sparked school walkouts and protests

Watch found that US Customs and Border

across the country, and mobilized a national

Protection (CBP) agents routinely separate

“March for Our Lives” in Washington for March

adult men and teenage boys from other

24. Click here for the full report:

family members. The practice runs counter

https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/02/27/when-

to agency policy that families should be

students-stand

kept together whenever possible while in
holding cells. After the initial period of
detention in the freezing holding cells,
sometimes for days, men usually remain
separated from the rest of their family upon
transfer to longer-term detention facilities.
Click here for the full report:
https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/02/28/us
-freezing-cells-detained-migrants

Emma Gonzalez, a senior at Marjory Stoneman

When Students Stand Up

Douglas High School, speaks to the media after calling

Two weeks ago, 18-year-old Emma

for more gun control at a rally three days after the

Gonzalez didn’t even have a Twitter

shooting at her school, in Fort Lauderdale, Florida,
United States, February 17, 2018. © 2018

account. Today, @Emma4Change is

Reuters/Jonathan Drake

approaching 1 million followers,
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In the News

US: Trump’s First Year Sets Back Rights
The first year of US President Donald Trump’s administration was marked by a sharp
regression in government efforts to protect and promote a range of human rights. The Trump
administration made policy changes that have harmed refugees and immigrants, undermined
police accountability for abuse, and rolled back women’s rights, including access to important
health services.
Trump’s policies have made all deportable immigrants targets for deportation. The
administration expanded abusive fast-track deportation procedures and criminal prosecutions
for immigration offenses and moved to increase the prolonged detention of immigrants.
Trump also repealed the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program, putting
hundreds of thousands of immigrants who arrived in the US as children at risk of deportation.
Click here for the full report: https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/01/18/us-trumps-first-yearsets-back-rights

Several hundred thousand people march down Pennsylvania Avenue in Washington, DC, during the
Women's March, January 21, 2017. © 2017 Reuters
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Upcoming
Events Spotlight
Peace Festival in Houston!
SATURDAY, MARCH 24, 2018 AT 2PM at the
UNITARIAN FELLOWSHIP OF HOUSTON, 1504
WIRT ROAD, HOUSTON, TEXAS 77055
Come to the outdoor Music, Peace and Justice
Festival in a beautiful, shaded setting at the Unitarian
Fellowship of Houston, with indoor space in case of
bad weather. Bring lawn chairs and picnic lunch, or
food cooked by Food Not Bombs will be available on
site for a donation. Enjoy a relaxing afternoon and
evening with peace and justice activists. HPJC
member organizations are invited to share
information and literature, while everyone gets to
have a day of music and food and fun. To reserve
space for a table/booth, contact Mark Holt at
uumusicfest@gmail.com

Peace Camp 2018 Dates Announced!
PEACE EDUCATION IN DIVERSITY
“Diversity” will be the theme for Peace Camp 2018. This is an alternative day camp from 9:00
AM-3:00 PM for ages 5-18. This program will focus on developing inner peace and developing
problem-solving skills. Yoga, gardening, visits from special guests, using puppets, co-operative
games, and cooking are some of the activities planned. Although several sessions are at
churches, the camp is not religious. Volunteers are needed in all areas, so contact Judy
Hoffhien at judithhoffhien@sbcglobal.net if interested. Tuition is $185 and some scholarships
are available. With violence permeating our culture, let’s make peace education a priority.
DATES AND LOCATIONS
Mennonite Church | June 4th to June 8th
First Congregational Church | June 18th to June 22nd
Emerson Unitarian | July 2nd to July 6th
Cameron Retreat Center | July 16th
Women's Shelter | Summer 2018
More dates to come....

